NEWSLETTER OF TilgkE NEVADA STATE RAILROAD MUSEUM

NEW STAFF MEMBER CHOSEN
LARA BROWN IS NEW MUSEUM ATTENDANT

On March 2nd, 2015,
Lara Brown become the
NSRMGs new museum
attendant. Lara comes to
us after recently relocat-
ing to Carson City from
Juneau, Alaska. In Juneau
Lara worked with the State
of Alaskads Department of
Commerce as a publica-
tions specialist. Lara also
has previous experience
working in Juneau art

galleries, where she
scheduled and guided
tours, arranged exhibits

MEET BARRY SIMCOE
OFRIENDS6 NEWLY ELECTED PRESIDENT

By Bill Fowler

Barry Simcoe, the recently
elected president of the
Friends of the Nevada
State Railroad Museum,
has a passion for railroad-
ing, history and the well-
being of the museum.
Railroading has been in
Barryts blood since he was
7 years old. It was 1949

By the age of 7
Barry had ridden
V&T trains.

when Barry moved to a
house in Reno near the
V&Tis mainline. Being

Barry Simcoe
Over 5,980 hours of service

able to see railroad opera-
tions was something that
many young boys dreamed
about, but Barry had many
real experiences which
made an indelible impres-
sion. By the age of 7 years

and assisted in gallery
sales.

Lara is originally from
North Dakota and has
family ties to railroading.
Her paternal grandfather
was a brakeman, and

her maternal grandfather

Lara M. Brown - Staff Photo Was a depot agent for the

Great Northern Railway in
Doyon, North Dakota.

Continued on Page 2

old, Barry had ridden be-

hind V&T locomotives No.

26 & No. 27 as well as ex-
plored the Southern Pacipc
rail yards with his father, a

Southern Pacipc employee.

It is readily apparent these
experiences led Barry into
his leadership role with the
Friends.

In 1986 Barry became a
member of the Friends,
and began working as a
crewperson the following
year. After 20 years of ser

Continued on Page 3
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MUSEUM MEMDEIS......eeeeeeeeeeee et FREE
Children (17 & Under)........cccovvvrnnnininrrreieenns FREE
AUIES. ..ot $6.00
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WELCOME ABOARD LARA

Continued from Page 1

Her mother grew up in the
depot, living in quarters re-
served for the depot agent.
Larads mother would tell
stories of traveling by train
to nearby Devils Lake to
go shopping or to Lakota
to take in a movie.

Lara M. Brown - Staff Photo

When Lara was a child,
many of her familyds
vacations took them to
railroad museums and
historical sites. These ex-
periences fascinated Lara,
which led her to develop

an interest in railroads.
Lara will handle the sched-
uling of volunteers and
tours, among other
projects. Lara looks for-
ward to helping out where
she can at the museum and
getting to know all the

volunteers. If you havendt
had an opportunity to
meet Lara yet, be certain
to introduce yourself the
next time you are at the
museum.

TRUSTEEOS ELECTION
CANDIDATES SOUGHT

Members in good stand-
ing of the Friends of the

positions are open for
election. A term is for three

Nevada State Railroad Mu- years, with board meetings

seum who are interested

in serving on the Board of
Trustees are encouraged to
send their resumes to the
election registrar before
August 14, 2015.

Three of the nine Trustee

held six times per year.

This is the only call for re-
sumes prior to the election.

Email your resume to:
David Brambley
VTRRLocol8@aol.com
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BARRY SIMCOE
6,000 HOURS OF SERVICE AND COUNTING

Continued from Page 1

vice, Barry became crew
chief, assuming responsi-
bility for the operation of
all the equipment at the
museum. Working closely
with the museum, the
Friends currently have 125
active volunteers engaged
in three areas of service:
operations, equipment
restoration and visitor
support.

Barry(s vision is
comprised of four
key points.

Barryds immediate goals
for the Friends are to
develop a close relation-
ship with the museum and
to provide volunteers with
more rewarding opportuni-
ties for service. To achieve
these goals, Barry(s vision
is comprised of four key
points.

I
Frequent and consistent
communications between
the Friends and the mu-
seum. This key point is al-
ready in motion. Barry and
the museumds new Director
Greg Corbin already have
a strong working relation-
ship, thanks to consistent
and frequent communica-
tion between them.

1.
Collaborate with the mu-
seum in developing pro-
grams that increase visita-
tion and awareness. Some

of these programs include:
Your Hand on the
Throttle, which provides
the public with training
and the operation of
locomotive No. 25. The

assisting the museum with
rehabilitating and restoring
museum artifacts. This will
include detailed planning,
fundraising and commit-
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Loren Jahn, Governor Brian Sandoval, Barry Simcoe

Friends offer this program
about 10 times a season
and hope to expand the
program to non-steamup
weekends as well.
Coming out party for
C&TL&F engine #1, The
Glenbrook. This event is
scheduled for Memorial
Day, May 23rd, and will
feature the Glenbrook,
The Inyo and No. 25 all
steamed up.

Steampunk Weekend; on
August 1st & 2nd, fea-
turing V&T No. 25, the
McKeen motor car and the
Nautilus of Burning Man
fame.

Il.
Greater hands-on involve-
ment by the Friends in

completion.

V.
Expanding Friends fund-
raising activities and pro-
grams. Money is the grease
that makes it all happen;
museum operations, equip-
ment operations, artifact
restoration, emergency
equipment repairs, etc.

The Friends raise
about $37,000

ayear...

Barrys assessment of the
Friends current pnancial
realities is as follows:

Currently the Friends
raise about $37,000 a year
from membership dues,

donations and Santa Train
revenues.

The Friends provide about
$9,500 per year to the
museum. The Friends op-
erating expenses are about
$5,000 per year.

The State of Nevada does
not provide funding for
major repairs or rehabilita-
tion projects. Should any
emergency repairs be
needed on any piece of
equipment, it will fall on
the Friends of the Nevada
State Railroad Museum to
pick up the slack and fund
the repairs, or risk discoun-
tinuing operations.

Vision, passion,
experience and
committment

Barry hopes to develop a
fund specipcally to address
this issue. An emergency
fund of $250,000 is sug-
gested.

The Friends new president
has the vision and commit-
ment. He has the passion
and experience. Do you
want to join in taking the
Friends of the Nevada
State Railroad Museum to
the next level of support?
Contact Barry Simcoe by
email at:
barrysimcoe@sbcglobal.net
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MATTHEW C. GARDNER

THE FLUME AND THE NEVADA STATE RAILROAD MUSEUM
By Wendell W. Huffman, Curator of History

Matthew Culbertson Gard-
ner (1835-1908) is known—
at least by the handful who
know of him-as the man
who logged Lake Valley

Gardner contracted

direction of Myers. While
the Ormsby rolled—appar-
ently happily—on the V&T
until the arrival of the No.
21 Bowker and No. 22
Inyo in March 1875, the

to deliver 60 million |

feet of logs

timber for the Carson &
Tahoe Lumber & Fluming
Co. In early 1875, Major
Gardner (as he was styled)
contracted to deliver 60
million feet of logs, 6 mil-
lion the prst year, and 12
million per year thereafter
to the shore of Lake Tahoe,
whence it would be towed
to Glenbrook for cutting
into lumber. (It takes just
over 700 - 3 foot by 16
foot logs to make a million
feet, log measure.) This
operation was just part

of Bliss and Yeringtonds
grand scheme to deliver
timber and cordwood to
the Comstock via their nar-
row gauge Glenbrook to
Spooner Summit railroad,
yume to Carson, and the
V&T to Virginia City.

To get started, Gardner
bought V&T No. 2 Orms-
by and built an almost
standard-gauge railroad
from what is now Camp
Richardson, on the south-
west shore of Lake Tahoe,
southward in the general
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yatcars Yerington ordered
for Gardner were made for
a 40 7-3/46 track,0owing

to the locomotive being a
little narrow on her gauged.

Gardner renamed
the old V&T engine
Mountaineer

Gardnergs railroad was
built about the same time
as the narrow gauge be-
tween Spooner and Glen-
brook, but it is not clear
which was actually the prst
railroad in the Tahoe basin.
Gardner renamed the old
V&T engine Mountain-
eer, though he left the
0V&TRRG on the side of
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its tender. Gardner skidded
the logs to his railroad with
ox teams, or loaded them
onto ox-drawn trucks,

like the one parked at the
museumds entrance. The

> o \\ e T e T ’. |
Gardner® Mountaineer at Lake Valley logging operations

logs were towed across the
lake to Glenbrook behind
Blissds steamers.

Gardnerfs Lake Valley
logging operation ended in
1879, apparently terminat-
ed by Yerington and Bliss
because they thought he
was cheating on the wood
count. The fact

less, this generally marks
the end of interest in Gard-
ner, but there must have
been more to the story.
Like Yerington and Bliss,
Gardner called Carson

- City home, and his house
{ was just a stonets throw
@8 from the tail end of the

C&TL&F(s Carson City
yume yard. The yume

yard lay along the pres-
ent alignment of Carson

'~ Street, stretching from
§ what is now Fairview

down to modern Sonoma
Street. Waste water from
the yume collected in the
swale just south and east of
the intersection of Carson
and Stewart streets.

Given the sour
ending,
it is ironic...

Gardnerds house was im-
mediately west of this. Its
location, between Car-
son and Curry streets, is
marked with a seldom-no-
ticed historical landmark

that he had not .
paid for the
Ormsby made it
fairly easy to pre
him, though the
newspapers
suggest the court
action was a bit
more comp-
licated. Regard-

e

GARDNER'S RANCH "

ON THIS SITE IN THE PERIOD FROM [B70 UNTIL 1918 STOOD THE OR-
NATE TWO-STORY HOME OF MATTHEW CULBERTSON GARDNER. RANCHER
AND LUMBERMAN.
300 AGCRE RANGH IN MEADOWS TO THE SOUTHWAR:.

HERE WAS LOCATED, 1870-1898.THE CARSON-TAHOE LUMBER AND FLUM=
ING GOMPANY'S LARGE LUMBERYARD. DURING THE I870°S AND 1880°S
GARDNER LOGGED SOUTH OF LAKE TAHOE FOR THE COMPANY AND BUILT
THE OKLY STANDARD GAUGE LOGGING RAILROAD IN THE TAHOE BA§IH

HE MAINTAINED HIS HOME HERE *

GARDNER DIED IN 1908. THE RESIDENGE WAS DESTROYED Il’l' A F '_l' |
AUGUST 20, 1SI8. MANY OF THE OLD TREES ON THE GROUND E
SHADED THE GARONER FAMILY.

THE RESIDENCE WAS HEADQUARTERS TOR GARDNER'S &
%
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 wevana e pan gravew ’

CAmioN CITY WSTORCAL CommmmoN
& o




SPRING 2018 5

sign on the grounds of skirts of Carson City. J.M. Hoage, whose patent  father-in-law.

what is now the National ~ The Hoage and Wakepeld  is shown just north and

Forest Serviceds Carson patents on the accompany- east of Wakepeldds land, Hogeds nephew was the
ranger station. Given the ing 1890 map were all was actually Joseph Mont- noted House Speaker
sour ending to the relation  owned by Gardner. gomery Hoge, Gardnerds  Joseph Cannon. Gardner{s
oldest daughter, Helen,
was the wife of Squire
Chase Scoville, who was
killed by a gunshot at

a board meeting of the
Nevada-California-Oregon
Railroad in September
1881.

One of Gardnerés grand-

daughters was the wife of
Nevada Governor Tasker
L. Oddie.

Carson City yume yard, looking north from near the
present southeast corner of the Nevada State Railroad
Museum.

ship between Gardner and  The 40-acre Wakepeld par-
the C&TL&F, itisironic  cel, acquired by Gardner in
that their yume yard was 1865, is now the home of
on his property. | have yet  the Nevada State Railroad
to discover any contract Museum. The broken
governing this relationship. granite stones scattered
adjacent to the north end of
Gardner raised cattle on the wye track (othe Holeo)

extensive holdings on what are all that remains of A segment of Bence and Chalmeré 1890 map of Ormshy
was then the southern out-  Gardner{s slaughter house. County patents.
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RESTORING THE

By Chris de Witt

The locomotive was stiff
and a little hard to run but
we coaxed the engine onto
and off the turntable onto
the 0A0 line. We ran back
and forth on 100 yards of

\\\\\\\‘“‘.“““““

Restoration Specialist Mort Dolan wiping her down.
In 1875 this job paid 5 cents a day... (A 10-hour day)

The Glenbrook locomo-
tive is, for all intents and
purposes, pnished. All of
the parts have been put
up and all the bright work
polished.

Now, in the waning months
of the Glenbrook restora-
tion there is time to wax
philosophical. We live a
rareped existence where
we can indulge the whims
of the masses to restore
artifacts like the Glen-
brook. While it is a signip-
cant occurrence in the rail
preservation fraternity, itds
advent doesnit specipcally
impact the lowly masses
and their humdrum world.

And within that process it
is the Glenbrook that is the
most important to me. Al-
though the restoration took
33 years and there were
times that its completion
was in doubt, in retrospect
itis a good thing. | have
witnessed the maturation
of the industrial pne arts
restoration process in those
years.
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The Glenbrook can be de-
scribed best as an example
of the industrial pne art of
the 18000s. It appeals to all
that view it. It is visually

pleasing; not over whelm-
ing in size and reminiscent

So, having pnished the res-
toration the question arose,
will it work? Will it go,
will the pump and injector
put water in the boiler? Is
it square? These are things

track making adjustments
and corrections. The loco-
motive performed better of simpler times. It has
than was anticipated fora  been, for me, a singular

Nevada State Railroad Museum.

. Carson City.

[ 8 Apple johnhoepfer - Yahoo Mail iCloud Bing Friends of..road Museum NSRM Netflix Friends of..seum - NSRM Gallery | ...0ad Company

that can only be answered
by doing. So we did. We
pred it up in all of its
pnery. It was built to move
and it was restored with
every intention of moving,
however until it moves one
just doesndt know if it will.

Well, it moved, softly and
gracefully like a lady. |

Nev: d Stal Railr adMuseum.Carson City
¥ ’

GLENEROOKUPDAT operated under steam for the first
s this morning. Come out to the museum on Saturday,
| ing of the Gier brook

Recent

time in BUy
May y23| r the

Chris de Witt taking the
Glenbrook off the turntable
and on to a new life.

| understand that what we
WI|| be revered by

{1z
Ure generations.

Hopefully the new life
we have breathed into the
Glenbrook will keep it

alive for many years. This
engine has the potential to
operate for many miles.
honor to be trusted with the
responsibility of restoring
Nevadads Historic railroad
collection.

Glenbrook video goes VIRAL within 48 hours on the
NSRM Facebook page: www.facebook.com/NSRMCC

was overcome with a sense
of relief. We moved again
and tried the brakes which
are marginal at best. We
oiled around, inspected and
prepared to get underway.

fresh rebuild. The cross-

head pump ran well. The
machinery stayed cool. It
was a good day.

It will be an ambassador
from the past, bringing his-
tory to the future.






